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Slavery is so closely Intertwined with the legislative code
which grips Islam with an iron hand that its official abolish-
ment in any Mohammedan land is not to be expected. The
existence of slavery in Turkey is scarcely veiled.1 Arabia,
technically a part of the empire, but never under its control,
is said to be still the centre of the African slave-trade. Ac-
cording to Doughty, slaves are bought in Jeddah for distri-
bution in Turkey itself. Up to thirty years ago a regular
slave traffic was carried on between the Soudan and Aleppo
by caravan. At the present time the slaves in that city are
mostly females. But the empire contains also many white
slaves. The harems of Constantinople are supplied from
Circassia. During a recent winter of famine, a Mohamme-
dan of 'Aintab sold some of his children in order to buy bread
for the rest. It is stated on credible authority that in Da-
mascus alone there are two thousand white slaves, male and
female, amongst the Circassians, and in the families of the
higher class native Moslems. The females are mostly con-
cubines. The youths and men are allowed to hire themselves
out as servants on condition that they give a certain por-
tion of their earnings to the owner. Individuals of this class
have obtained freedom from this state of slavery, or rather
of serfdom, by the intervention of European consuls, but
others are restrained from the attempt by fear of secret re-
vengeful action on the part of their owners. Speaking for
Palestine, Baklenspcrger admits that black slaves are on the
whole well treated, and prefer remaining in bondage to be-
ing turned loose on the world.2 Their household work is
easy; marriages among themselves are arranged and financed
by the master; the acknowledged children of owners and
1 The statement has often been made that slavery has been abolished
in the Turkish Empire, but this is not so. Thus Baldensperger, in his
article, "Woman in the East" ("Quarterly Statement of the Palestine
Exploration Fund/7 1899, p. 34), Bays: "Slavery is now abolished in
Turkey—at least legally; but virtually it still exists." This idea prob-
ably arises from the fact that Moslems in lands where there Is a strong
WeBtera sentiment are apt to keep the matter of slavery in the back-
ground. In Ms "Modem Egypt" (vol. II, p. 136), Lord Cromer says;
"Islam does not, indeed, encourage but it tolerates slavery."

